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How Athletics - Hard Labor Ave
Devealmq #e Strength o« Women

While Feminine Contestants Have Been Making
\ Astonishing’ Records in the Water and in All
\ Land Sports, the Girl in the Factory Has Had Even

More
Notable

Triumphs

h
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One of the Astonishing Features of Wartime Work Has Been
the Success of Women in Rough
Industries, This Picture S8hows Two
Radeliffe College Girla at Worls,

served o draw the coyes of even a war
stricken world, Mlss Cowells did her = 26-yard
dash in 13 seconds, taking from her oppo-
nent the previous world's record of 14 25
goconds. Miss Cowells also won the 220:yurd
event in 2 minutes and &9 geconds, lower- J i3
fng Ly three-fifths of a second the previous

American record. 8he set a new mark at 200

yurds, her time here belng 2 2. 41:4-D.

The water successes of other nspirants
such as Clare Gulligan have utterly shat-
tered the traditious as to any loferlor posk
tion for women in sea contests. In fact, by
evidences that are a real puzzle to etudents
of physical development, women protiise
even @ superiority to wmen in long-distance
swimming

In other gports there has been a weuken:
wditions of another gort. The shoot-
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Mrs. Adolph Toppermein of San Antonio,
Texu,p()nl Woman Professional
Trap Shot,

tan'o, Tex., haz astonlshed the trap sportsmen.
She 1z sald to be as good a3 any man professional
—gle herself has entered the prol cgslonal ciass,
One of the gun prodigies who have attracted
notice 18 Miss Lacile Muesel, of Green Bay, Wia.
Mizs Muesel Is only 16 vears old but there is nol h-
ing youthful in her shooting. Women who &hre
ambltious nre ul\ht\u resentful of the Judg'nf'nl
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womenkind, under the inspiration of the discov- From SPO“ to Labor

ery that women may actually rival men In physt-

i might run throngm the records of other
gports, but it might be hazardous at a time when
0 many men are drawn away by the war. It
might be argusd that women do not now meet the
same competition. But | am not making merely
a sports argument, st lenst not in the ordinary
gense. | am eager only 10 contend that there are
abundant evidences of a new status for women
in physical expression, and that sports help lllas-
trate

in other fields, In actual war and in the wide

cul expression, have plunged joyousiy Into ountdoor
Not to the discard.
On the contrary
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For whatever reason thers has heen splrited
Incidents like the trivmph

have

rivalry In swimming.

of Migs Frances Cowells of Alumeda, Cal,
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Miss Lucile Muesel, First in Wemen's
Shooting Events at Green Bay, Wis,

fleld of war work, women have made a demonstra-
tion that may well astonish the world. “Not wom-
en’s work” can never again be sald, There is no
such thing as a dividing line any longer. When
you see women not merely driving ambulances
but switch engines, when you see them not only
making eartridges or guns, but working on war-
ghips, when you =ee them not only mining coal
but laying brlcks, forging horseshoes and rivet-
Ing steel plates, you realize thay the superstition
about “physical limitations” has recelved a pretty
bhard knock.

“The prople of England and France,” says John
W. Upp, of Schenectady, “have known for two or
three vears what we are Just finding out—the fal-
lacy of belleving that women could not be trusted
to handle Intricate bits of machinery, It Is fortu-
nate that wemen can siep into the places left va-
cant by the men, for while the government 1s
stendily withdrawing the men from productive
work, it s calling on the producers for more and
more output”

The Triumph of English Women

“The FEnglish women nave proved themselves
marvellously efficlent in all the departments of
work made necessary by war,” says Lady Read-
tng, “und for which thousands, of course, have
had no previous training, and, what |s more, our
women have shown wonderful physical endurance
through it all. In ail my varied experiences in
war work | have vet to hear the first complalint
from a Britlgh woman. Our women, of all classes,
have met the wemendous readjustment of life
without & murmur.”

Frederic Martyn of the Foreign Legion even
endorses the entrance of women into fighting [t-
self. He says: “Can women fight? [ thiok | can
correctly anawer that question, for | have had
practical experfence of women behind rifles. I
have fought against, or side by side with, men of
pretty mearly all nations. ‘and of all shades of
butter, snuff or ebony color, and I am firmly con-
vinced that, as a fighter, ‘the female of the species
is more deadly than the male'"

But | am thinking of labor rather than fighting
snd what it has proved with regard to women.
Women have alwayvs done hard work. Because
they did not do It with engines or in factories
there grew up this tradition about her not being
fit to bandie tools and metals and intricate ma-
chines. The war has changed all our notions-about
such things. Look at them In overalls, in the
shop« and on the rallroads, Is there any evidence
thut » th proper training they canupot do all sorts

of manual lJabor—or If not all sorts as near to t
as may be sald of anything llke average men, N
as well as women require tralning for bodily lab

Farm work, for example, a class of work wh
has dewkloped the famous and very useful "farm
ette"—farm work “bregks the back™ of the a
age man. Women have had to go slow, But 1l
have gone. Thousands upon thouzands have b
dolng furm work in this country, and doing It w
Most farm work, aside from the few things t
call for exceptionul muscular strengih, calis &
ply for patience and endurance, Oddly It I8 In
durane that women are occasloning the great
astonishment. She huz a lot of endurance, |
average woman, and the world is finding it ou
to her glory and to the profit of the world,

Women After the War

We ghall soon begin to wonder, asg they la
ago began to wonder In Engalnd, as to what v
be the results of all this upon social and domes
Iife when the war Is over. May Wynne, writi
in England of the greal change In the position
women, fave: "Presently ehe will pause (o 18
breath and ask "Where am 17° That won't ‘be
the war is over, for the women who have respol
ed to that mighty cry of appeal have grit enon
to stick to i, even If the world-war wered to L
for years., They mean to see it through, th
mean to see it throngh well, If It lasta lo
enough the plough-woman will have leammed
turn her furrowa herself, The Amozons wil, p
haps, be found along the line of trenches fghti
shoulder to shonider with thelr men. The W
woman refuscs to see Hinitutions on her horiz
today, and the men are Just o bugy (o argne, |
sides, thelr voleea would be drowned, for It wot
be, alas! a sixtoone argument, and the w
woman can still talk. Not that she gossips
much as of yore; that,is another thing in 1
favor

“She has nelther time nor breath, And, If t
men nre wise, they will WAIT. Walt til] the w
woman herself panses without being called to
peremptory halt. Wait and let her see where s
is. Then—the war over—if | am a true proph
ghe will turn her steps—home. She will Lir
even of freedom. She will remember U wa
she wanted to kick down wers sheltering on
She will want to go tack, And, in the mesn tio
we shuall see, perhaps, that the walls will have
he rebullt on a different plan. There will be
many women—s£o few men, And the wanwom
bhas edrned her rights nobiy.”

A“Parsec” Is aLong, LongW
arsec I1salong,LongWa
“PARSEC" Is a dlistance that tho mq
A «tealous pedestrian would hardly care
walk belore breakfast. In fact, it does:
enter Into the sphere of human operations at &
but it Is o handy unit In astronomy. It s egu
to 20,000,000,000,000 miles and is the distan
traveled by light in 3.3 years. A few of the pet
est slars are from one to five parsecs dista

from us, but most of the slars that dot the s
are scores or hundreds of parsecs away,




